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Energy Audit

An evaluation of a facility to assess its current energy using
equipment and practices and to identifyv measures (o improve
energy efliciency.

Gasification
The chemical processing of a solid or liquid material to convert
it to gaseous lorm.

Jobber

A heating oil or gasoline wholesale dealer.

Kilowatt

A unit measuring the instantaneous rate ol electric energy
usage, as opposed to the amount of energy used; also refers to
| the capacity of an electric generating unit, as distinguished
from the energy produced from the generating unit (see
Demand Charge).

I Kilowatt-hour

A unit measuring the amount of electric energy consumed, as
distinguished from the rate of consumption (see kilowatt);
equivalent to 3413 BTU.

Life-Cycle Costing

A method of analysis of an item which has both initial costs and
ongoing operating costs; it takes into account the initial cosl,
the operating costs over the life of the item, and the effect of
inflation.

Ligquefaction
Chemical conversion of a material to liquid form.

Mixed-Use Zoning

Provision in a local zoning ordinance for different land use
classifications (e.g., residential, commercial) to locate in the
same zone.

Paratransit

A term for a number of transportation strategies and programs
that provide alternatives to using private cars and or increase
the effectiveness of public transporation systems.

Passive Solar

Design features in a building which encourage the absorption
and retention of solar radiation, without the use of a
mechanically-circulated heat transfer fluid.

Peat

partially-decayed plant matter occuring in shallow bogs; used as
fuel in Ireland and the Soviet Union; occuring in large volumes
in northern Minnesota.

PUD

Planned Unit Development; a development concept in which a
parcel of land is developed under a single plan and developer;
planning includes streets, services, natural features, site design,
building configuration, and other features.

Renewable Resource

An energy resource which for practical purposes 1S not
depleted over a period of time but is renewed through natural
cycles; examples are solar, wind, hvdro, and some biomass
forms; distinguished from non-renewable resources such as oil,
gas, and coal.

Retrolit

Alteration of an existing building or piece of equipment; in
energy conservation programs, the alteration of building walls,
roofs. doors, windows, and energy svstems 10 increase energy
efficiency.
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Sewage Sludge

Sewage sludge is residue that remains after sewage is treated in
wastewater treatment plants. Sludge results from settling of
sewage during treatment. Sewage typically enters a treatment
facility with a water content of 95 to 98%. Sewage sludge is
usually comprised of 70 to 88% water with the remaining 20 to
30 made up primarily of human and food waste.

Small Hydro
Also called “low-head” hvdro; refers to hvdroelectric power

projects in dams with less than 20 meters of head or change in
water level from the upstream to downstream side.

Solar Access

The ability of a building or land parcel to receive natural
sunlight; used in reference to avoiding obstacles such as tall
buildings or trees which would reduce the amount of sunlight
the building would otherwise receive.

Special Energy Crops

Cattails, reeds, alder and other plant species with little food or
raw material value that can be grown expressly o be
agriculture or development.

Therm
A unit of natural gas usage; 100 cubic feet, normally containing
100,000 HTUSs.

Trombe Wall

A passive solar device, involving a heat-retaining wall covered by
a transparent material, with an enclosed air space in between;
exposed to the sun, the wall stores solar heat which is used
inside the building.
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